STEM Academy – 2026 Safety & Prevention
May 31 – June 5 – Atlanta Area Council, Scouting America

Welcome:

Welcome to STEM Academy – 2026!  We look forward to a safe and productive experience this year.  We ask that our participants follow safety guidelines that will allow participants and others who may be on campus at the same time to remain in good standing with the college, community, and Scouting America.

Prohibited Activities/Substances:
STEM Academy supports the Georgia state law in that underage youth should not participate in illegal drugs, alcohol, tobacco, and vaping devices.  In accordance with college policies, firearms and other weapons are not allowed on campus.

“See Something?  Say Something:”
This policy empowers our students to keep themselves and others safe.  If you see something that makes you uncomfortable or seems suspicious, please alert an adult camp leader.

Some of the possible instances when a youth should speak up are:
· A student leaves campus without permission.
· Someone has prohibited items.
· A student of the opposite sex is on your dorm floor.
· Strangers are hanging around the students.
· Another student says something that indicates they intend to harm themselves or others.

Always Two-deep Leadership:
Adult leadership will maintain a two-deep policy of no one-on-one contact between a student and an adult.  This allows our students to feel safe and comfortable with their adult leaders.  Parents can rest assured their students are being cared for by responsible leaders.

Youth Protection and Barriers to Abuse:  
Students will be asked to follow the buddy system on campus.  They will be reminded of privacy regarding smartphones, cameras, mirrors, etc. where privacy is expected, or such items are prohibited.  Scouting America remains an organization that welcomes observation by parents and leaders.  As such, initiations, bullying, inappropriate displays of affection, and harassment are not tolerated.  

If adults and youth members see something that violates Scouting America policy, they have a responsibility to respond to and report the abuse.

Part of creating a safe environment for all students, we ask that youth be respectful of STEM Academy adult leaders, other students, and the Georgia Tech facilities in which they are participating.  Verbal warnings will be given as a warning and reminder for behavior to improve.  If, after the warning and subsequent discussion, there is no improvement in the youth’s behavior, they will be asked to leave the program.  No refunds will be granted.

Emergencies:
In the event of an emergency, concern, or special issue arises, please speak with any of our STEM Academy staff leaders.  They will be happy to help you or direct you to someone who can help. In the event of a medical emergency, please call “911” first, and then notify the STEM Academy leadership.

WAIVER:
Pictures will be taken during the week of participation.  If any person or student does not wish for their picture to be taken and used on the Atlanta Area Council, Boy Scouts of America website, or with other corporate sponsors, please notify Chris DeRose cderose@atlantabsa.org  





Parent Signature								Date




Youth Participant Signature							Date

